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THIS PRECIOUS BUDDHIST SITE IS
CRYING FOR ATTENTION

Excavated items lie without much protection at Sannati
Kumar Buradikatti
Kala Buragi

Sannati, an important Buddhist site in Kalaburagi district
excavated bud the Archaeological Survey of India (ASl), isa
picture of official apathy with many of the precious items
excavated continuing to be housed in temporary sheds near the
excavation site, or worse, lying scattered in the open. A few
items have been shifted to a museum.

Even a sculpture-portrait of Emperor Ashoka-the only
available image of the Mauryan emperor, which is considered
the most important thing found in the excavation-Hisasoin a
small open shed with no protective walls. Except acquiring 24
acres of land for excavation, the State government has done
little to conserve the historic site.

In September 2009, the Karnataka Housing Board took up
the construction of a museum, dormitories, staff quarters and
compound wall at acost of Rs. 3.52. croere on afairly big plot
a few metres away from the excavated site in Kanaganahalli.
The structures were almost finished but not handed onver to
the AS| even a decade later.

“The State has not handed over the buildings to the AS|
even 10 years since their construction. As far as | know, the
government has not taken them into is possession asthere were
some issues related to payment of hills to the contractor. The
buildingsare not in usable condition now. Shifting of excavated
panels and other sculpturesis aso achallenge asitems carved
in light limestone are delicate,” G Kamaraj, Deputy Superin-
tending Archaeological Engineer attached to Dharwad Circle
of ASI, told The Hindu.

About Sannati

Sannati, a small village on the banks of the river Bhimain
Chittapur taluk of Kalaburagi, came into prominence after the
collapse of theroof of the Kali templein Chandralbamatemple
complex in 1986. The collapsed revealed the historically
valuable Ashokan edicts written in Prakrit language and
Brahmi Script at the foundations of the temple, attracting
historians from across India. The revelations subsequently
prompted excavations by the ASI at Sannati and the nearby
Kanaganahalli that, in turn, led to the discovery of the
magnificent Maha Stupa, which had been referred to as
AdholokaMaha-Chaitya(The Great Stupa of the Netherworlds)
in the inscriptions. More importantly, a scul pture-portrait of
Ashoka seated on his throne with his queens was also discov-
ered.

The excavations a so found aroujnd 60 scul pted domes and
dabs, scul pture-portraits of more than four Shatavahana mon-
archs, certain unique depictions of Buddhist missionaries sent
by Ashoka to different parts of India, clay pendants, black
polished pottery, Satavahana and pre-Satavahana coins, orna-
ments made of copper, ivory and iron, a township with paved
pathways, houses, limestone flooring, tablets, sculptures, and
terracottaitems. Historiansbelievethat the Sannati Ranamandal
(war zone) was afortified area spread over 210 acress, of which
only a couple of acres have been excavated so far.

Courtesy—The Hindu, Bangolore dt.09.10.2019
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( DHAMMA GANGA )

Vipassana Kendra
On B.T. Road, First left after “Peerless Nagar”
Near Baro Mandir Ghat,
Harish Chandra Dutta Road, Kolkata-700 114
Westg Bedngal, India
Website : www.ganga.dhamma.org

FOR GETTING INFORMATION ONLY

Dhamma Ganga Office : 033-25532855, 25833910
R. P. Dutta : 9674605756 (9 a.m. to 5 pm. Only

Contact Nos.

Dipak Kamdar : 9330932193
Kakoli Bhattacharya : 9163789480
Trisha Kothari 9830159093 (Whats App only)
Chaitali Bagchi : 9903192698
D P Mandal © 9433221119
Pawan Gupta : 9331017470

SCHEDULE FOR COURSES (2020)
10 Days Regu8lar Course (For New & Old Students)

08 Jan — 19 Jan 29 Apr — 10 May | 16 Sep — 27 Sep
22 Jan — 02 Feb 27 May — 07 Jun | 30 Sep — 11 Oct
05 Feb — 16 Feb 10 Jun — 21 Jun |18 Oct — 29 Oct
06 Feb — 17 Feb (Dhaka)| 24 Jun — 05 Jul 02 Nov — 13 Nov
19 Feb — 1st Mar 08 Jul — 19 Jul 18 Nov — 29 Nov
04 Mar — 15 Mar 22 Jul — 01 Aug |02 Dec — 13 Dec
01 Apr — 12 Apr 19 Aug — 30 Aug | 16 Dec — 27 Dec
15 Apr — 26 Apr 02 Sep — 13 Sep

e Course starts from evening of First Day. (reach before 4 pm).
e Course ends on morning at 7.00 am of last day.
e |t is necessary to stay for full duration of the course.

APPLY FOR 10 DAYS COURSE ONLINE VISITING www.dhamma.org

SCHEDULE (2020)

SATIPATHANA 12 Apr CHILDREN COURSE

23 Mar - 31 Mar 26 Apr 19 Jan

08 Aug — 16 Aug 10 May Budh Purnima | 16 Feb

2/3 Days Course 24 May 15 Mar

01 Aug — 04 Aug 07 Jun 26 Apr

11 Oct — 14 Oct 21 Jun 24 May

13 Nov - 16 Nov 05 Jul Guru Purnima |21 Jun

AT MEETING & 19 Jul 19 Jul

DHAMMA SEWA WIS | 01 Aug 30 Aug

19 Mar - 22 Mar 30 Aug 13 Sep

ONE DAY COURSE 13 Sep 11 Oct

05 Jan Mega One Day | 27 Sep Mega One Day | 29 Nov

19 Jan 11 Oct 27 Dec

02 Feb Mega One Day| 01 Nov

16 Feb 29 Nov

01 Mar 13 Dec

\15 Mar 27 Dec )
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